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that strives not only to support its members
but to provide resources and volunteer activi-
ties to benefit their greater community.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating the officers and members of
Carbondale, lllinois Elks Lodge #1243 on their
100th anniversary and to wish them all the
best for many years to come.
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Mr. CANSECO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Army SPC Adrian Garcia of El
Paso, TX. SPC Garcia was only three weeks
into his first deployment when he was at-
tacked while on a routine patrol in Ramadi,
Iraq in March 2007. SPC Garcia was manning
the turret of an up-armored HUMMVEE when
a Rocket Propelled Grenade attack shattered
both of his legs. SPC Garcia’s injuries were so
severe that both of his legs required amputa-
tions above the knee, leaving him in a wheel-
chair.

On November 11, 2011, Homes for Our
Troops will provide Army SPC Adrian Garcia
with a brand new home at no cost. SPC Gar-
cia’'s new home will be specially adapted to
accommodate his needs, allowing him to be
more productive and independent. The work of
Homes for Our Troops and the community of
El Paso, Texas, is a great example of the ap-
preciation we should show our brave men and
women who have served our nation in uni-
form.

| extend my personal thanks and sincere
appreciation to SPC Garcia for his sacrifice
made while protecting our freedom. We owe
our veterans a huge amount of gratitude—par-
ticularly those who have been injured while
serving their Nation. As President Calvin Coo-
lidge said, “The nation which forgets its de-
fenders will be itself forgotten.”

———
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor the commendable ef-
forts of Clear Channel Communications Inc. in
their support of diversity and small businesses
within the radio broadcasting industry. For a
long time, public broadcasting, especially in
the area of radio, excluded or carried heavy
restrictions on the voices coming from minori-
ties and women of this country. These binding
practices limited the freedom of expression for
minorities and women in broadcasting and
provided a frail platform upon which to deliver
meaningful public affairs and news within
these communities.

Radio broadcasting in past decades has ex-
perienced dramatic, positive change with the
cultivation of environments which support mi-
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norities and women’s matriculation from their
traditional auxiliary support positions, such as
disk jockeys or custodial workers, into more
influential roles such as managers, engineers,
and program directors. The change also re-
moved barriers which once denied favorable
circumstances for members of these popu-
lations to gain ownership and syndication. This
shift has allowed for a broad array of broad-
cast opportunities to include more autonomy in
the presentation of public affairs discussions,
music, and information which more specifically
reflects the culture and interest of the minority
and female listening audiences.

Technological advancements and a growing
social affinity for more digital interface have
placed pressure on the radio industry to main-
tain its standing among other broadcasting
mediums. This strain, coupled with the na-
tion’s financial tensions, has made staying up
to speed with the changing times all the more
difficult. However, impressively, the radio
world continues to provide phenomenal listen-
ing programs to the masses. This tenacity has
been seen in no place greater than within the
minority and women sectors.

Clear Channel recognizes the impact minor-
ity and women broadcasters have had on
broadcasting and has taken a laudable posi-
tion to make investments to ensure their pro-
ductive futures. Their plan to divest 448 radio
stations in 88 markets, which lead to the do-
nation of six stations to the Minority Media and
Telecommunications Council, MMTC, shows
that Clear Channel has a keen awareness of
the value diversity plays in broadcasting and
shows that they have a sound understanding
of the needs of small, local radio stations.
Clear Channel’s efforts to enhance the infra-
structure for these individuals and business
owners will aid in their abilities to boost their
hiring capabilities, expand their listening audi-
ences, increase advertisement revenues and
support their communities by delivering excel-
lent content.

Mississippi was one of the states privileged
to be a part of this gesture of good faith with
the acquisition of WHJA (AM) in Laurel, Mis-
sissippi. James Hardman, a minority broad-
caster from Tulsa, Oklahoma, with decades of
experience, plans to put WHJA back on the air
under a local marketing agreement (LMA) with
MMTC. Hardman intends to produce high
quality and innovative programs focused on
the African-American community while encom-
passing the cultural differences across the
State of Mississippi. Economic and political
empowerment in the African-American com-
munity has been difficult to achieve without
access and control of the mass media re-
sources that impact our communities. Clear
Channel’s dedication to assist with gains in
this area creates opportunities for success for
African-Americans in Mississippi.

Mister Speaker, | ask you and my fellow col-
leagues to join me in recognizing the meri-
torious efforts put forth by Clear Channel Inc.
towards ensuring the viability of the minority
and women communities within the radio
broadcasting industry.
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Mr. MULVANEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the men and women of the Greatest
Generation, as well as to welcome those who
will soon be making the trip from their homes
in South Carolina to our Nation’s Capital.

Seventy years ago, their lives were inter-
rupted by providence. By their selfless action,
these ordinary men and woman became ex-
traordinary.

They defended their country and their fami-
lies. They protected the innocent and freed the
captive.

They served freely and without reservation,
in what was to become the deadliest conflict
in human history.

Too often, Americans are reminded that
freedom comes with a heavy burden. Thank-
fully, their generation understood this, and met
the challenge bravely.

That is why there are no words that can ex-
press our gratitude, no medals or monuments
sufficient to symbolize just how much we owe
to them.

But the world we live in today, the freedoms
we enjoy, the blessings we count, are all be-
cause of them.

That is why we continue to honor them.

And to remember.

——————
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DREN AND FAMILY SERVICE

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 4, 2011

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the Alameda County Social Serv-
ices Agency, Department of Children and
Family Services. Due to their exemplary work
to open more good homes to foster children
by actively recruiting and working with LGBT
families, they have earned the All Children-All
Families Seal of Recognition from the Human
Rights Campaign Foundation, a leading orga-
nization in the advocacy of LGBT civil rights.

Alameda is only the second county in the
nation to receive this recognition. By elimi-
nating the barriers that LGBT couples and in-
dividuals face when they chose to adopt or
foster, Alameda County has helped to fulffill
their mission of ensuring that every foster child
finds a loving family. One example of how im-
portant Alameda County’s work has been in
this area is Lara and Emkay Bosque. Lara and
Emkay have adopted two young children.
Thanks to their efforts, two beautiful children
are growing up in a permanent and loving
family, instead of the foster care system. We
need more families like the Bosques and | will
be displaying their family photo in my office
during November, which is National Adoption
Month.

At this time of celebration for Alameda
County it is important to remember that they
are a shining example of what counties and
agencies across the nation can do to de-
crease the number of children in our foster




		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-06T17:28:52-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




